PIR20069 - Approaches to Political Analysis

Week 4 Tutorial Work Sheet
The Scientific Method

What are the key aspects of the scientific method?

Read the article:

Althaus, Scott and Devon Largio (2004). ‘When Osama Became Saddam:  Origins and Consequences of the Change in America’s Public Enemy #1’, PS: Political Science and Politics, 37 (4), pp. 795-799.  Some key aspects of the scientific method are listed below.  For each, note whether they are in the article.  Identify and explain the parts of the article that correspond to each section.

	Theory (explanation of what is happening)


	

	Hypothesis (what result are you supposed to get based on your theory)


	

	Dependent Variable (what is being studied?)


	

	Independent Variables (what factors are causing the Dependent Variable to change?)


	

	Testing the Hypothesis (how do you know if the data does or does not support your theory)


	

	Results (What happened?  Did the study support or reject the hypothesis?)
	


