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The European Union:Economic Policy
2009-10
The aim of this module is to provide an analysis of economic policy within the European Union (EU), with reference to appropriate theory, whilst also paying attention to the political and social implications of the European integration process. The module includes topics such as: the theory of economic integration, the Single Market, competition policy, the Common Agricultural Policy, regional policy, and an economic analysis of enlargement.

The intended learning outcomes are that, on completion of this module, students should be able to:

1. Demonstrate a sound knowledge of the process of European integration.

2. Initiate and conduct EU specific research.

3. Apply and evaluate appropriate economic concepts of relevance to the EU.

PRIVATE
Assessment 

3 hour examination (70% of module mark) 

Coursework which will consist of:one group presentation (5% of module mark) and one essay (25% of module mark).

Lecture programme

Notes:  

1.  The seminar programme and presentation topics will be issued separately

2.  The following may be subject to variation. You will be notified if a lecture is postponed.  Check webCT.  There will be additional revision lectures in term 3.

	PRIVATE
Week commencing
	Theme
	Topic 

	Term 1

	5 Oct 2009
	Introduction
	Course outline. Overview of current agenda

	12 Oct
	Preferential Trading Areas
	Theory of customs unions

	19 Oct
	
	Static and dynamic effects of a customs union 

Terms of Trade

	26 Oct
	
	Common Market theory

	2 Nov
	Single European Market
	Origins, content and purpose

	9 Nov
	
	Measurement, performance and current issues

	16 Nov
	Economic and Monetary Union
	Public finances: Explosive debt

	23 Nov
	
	Public finances: Debt and the credit crunch

	30 Nov
	Common Agricultural Policy
	Overview

	7 Dec
	
	No lecture

	
	
	

	11 Jan 2010
	
	CAP: Issues and assessment

	18 Jan
	Regional Policy
	

	25 Jan
	Social policy
	

	1 Feb
	Competition Policy
	

	8 Feb
	Enlarging the EU
	Introduction

	15 Feb
	
	Emerging European Economics. EEA. UK exit? Migration. EU Reform Treaty. Impact of Eastern enlargement.

	22 Feb
	
	To be confirmed

	1 March
	Environmental Policy Industrial Policy

Transport Policy and Energy Policy
	

	8 March
	Trade Policy
	EU relations with USA, Japan, China, ACP countries

	15 March
	
	Strategic trade policy

	22 March
	
	Revision

	
	
	

	
	
	Additional revision lectures will be arranged for term 3

	
	
	

	
	
	


Reading list

The following includes a general reading list, plus some more specific texts.  A more specific reading list which refers to journals will be issued as the course progresses.  There is a vast and growing amount of material (of variable quality) available on all aspects of the EU.  The reading list for this course is only a guide, and consequently it is expected that you develop EU specific research skills and conduct your own research and find other references.  It would be helpful for other students on this course if you could bring to my attention anything that you have found particularly useful. Books in  bold  are more useful.
Main Text:

Baldwin R. and Wyplosz C., The Economics of European integration, 3rd ed., 2009, McGraw Hill

Other Texts:

Artis M. & Nixson F. (Eds.), The Economics of the European Union, OUP, 4th Ed., 2007.

El-Agraa A.M. (Ed.), The European Union, 7th Ed., Prentice Hall.

Robson P., The Economics of International Integration.

Hansen J. and Nielsen J., An Economic Analysis of the EU,  2nd ed.
Pelkmans J., European integration, 2nd ed.,
Neal L. and Barbezat D., The Economics of the European Union and the Economies of Europe, 

Jovanovic M., European Economic Integration, 

Healey N., the Economics of the New Europe, 

Barnes I. And Barnes P., The Enlarged European Union

Hitiris T., European Union Economics, 5th Edition.
McDonald F. & Dearden S., (Eds), European Economic Integration, 4th Ed,

Baldwin R. ,Towards an Integrated Europe, 1994
Molle W., The Economics of European Integration, 5th Ed.

Neal L, The Economics of Europe and the European Union, 2007.
Senior Nello, S, ‘The European Union: economcs, policies and history, 2005

Swann D., The Economics of Europe, 9th Ed. 

Tsoukalis L., The New European Economy Revisited

Dinan D., Ever Closer Union, 2nd ed.

EU Publications:

The European Commission publishes a wide range of information leaflets, booklets, etc., some of which can be found in the ‘European Documentation Centre.  Eurostat and European Economy are useful sources of EU-related data.  See also National Implementing Measures (which gives a regular update of 1992 measures that have been passed by national governments), the Official Journal of the European Community, Bulletins of the European communities and COM Documents.

Other  Useful Sources

The Economist,

The Financial Times

European Economic Review

 European Economy

Journal of Common Market Studies (JCMS)
European Trends

European access (this is a bibliographical journal which provides a useful guide to sources of information on the EU)

European Business Review

Centre for European Reform (CER)

.
