English 581  
Seminar in English Literature and Related Fields (20020)

The Text and the Economy: 

Social Science for Students of the Humanities

Deirdre McCloskey, Spring 2005, Monday evening; first and second meetings Stevenson 207, 5:00-7:50. January 10th' and 17th; thereafter to be arranged.
A brief survey of the social sciences, especially economics, responding to the growing interest in social-scientific approaches in the humanities (thus the New Historicism, for instance; or economics applied to Roman and Greek history).  The later reading will be chosen in the first couple of meetings to fit our joint interests.  Books we will certainly read at the outset, about one per week, are:

Three Fine and Accessible Treatments of Economic Reasoning
Albert Hirschman, Exit, Voice, and Loyalty (1970)  {Three ways of changing the social world} [read for January 17th]

Mancur Olson The Logic of Collective Action (1965)  {Why class analysis doesn't work}
Thomas Schelling Micromotives and Microbehavior (1978)  {Unintended consequences at the macro level}
How Economists Deal with Facts

F. M. Scherer, Quarter Notes and Bank Notes: The Economics of Music Composition in the 18th and 19th Centuries (2004)  {An example of empirical economics}
The Origins and Success of Capitalism

Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (1904-05)  {How capitalism became all right}
Albert Hirschman, The Passions and the Interests (1977)  {How Europeans tamed the market in the 18th century}
Tyler Cowen, In Praise of Commercial Culture (1998)  {Capitalism is good for art}
A Literary Turn

Deirdre McCloskey The Rhetoric of Economics (1985; 2nd ed. 1998)  {Economics is a literature}

Literary Economics at UIC

Anne Winters, The Displaced of Capital (2004)  {A literary view of imperialism and late capitalism in poetry}

Walter Benn Michaels The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism: American Literature at the Turn of the Century (1988),
Other books we might read in the last four weeks include: Smith The Wealth of Nations (1776), Smith The Theory of Moral Sentiments (1759), Mauss The Gift (1924), Woodmansee ed. The New Economic Criticism: Studies at the Intersection of Literature and Economics (1999), Cullenberg, Amariglio, and Ruccio eds. Postmodernism, Economics, and Knowledge (2001), Granovetter and Shweder The Sociology of Economic Life, 2nd ed. (2001), Ruccio and Amariglio Postmodern Moments in Modern Economics (2003), and other works to fit student interests (something on money and inflation, for instance; a dash at statistics?).  

Requirements: Short think pieces on the readings; a dissertation chapter or similar essay applying such thoughts to the Ph.D. subject of the student.

Prerequisites: Advanced graduate standing in English, History, Classics, Philosophy, modern language studies, or other humanistic fields.  

