Deirdre McCloskey                                         313 Lincoln Hall, MWF 11:00-11:50

The Economics of Gender

 (Gender and Women’s Studies 110 = Economics 110)

code 51429

Autumn 2001

We ask: Does gender matter to the economy, or the economy to gender?  That is, what are the economic consequences of the gender system?  We’ll treat the mainstream [some say “malestream”!] economic approach to gender, and the chief critiques of the mainstream.  You don’t need a background in economics, but both word people and math people will find the course challenging—which is good, stretching you both.

The objectives of the course, by which you should judge me and yourself, are to help you make progress in:

· Understanding the way gender fits into the economy, in the past and present, in the United States and elsewhere.

· Understanding how economics can be applied to the social world.

· Deciding what version of freedom-for-women-and-gender-minorities you advocate: traditional roles?  Free market?  State socialism?  What?

· Reading whole books of non-fiction critically (we start with an easy and fun one, Letters of a Woman Homesteader, and end with a harder [but still fun] one, The Invisible Heart).  You’ll learn to read quickly, watching for the crucial points, arguing with the book or agreeing.  Speaking up in class will be part of it.

· Writing well.  Each week on Monday there’s a one-page position paper due [due at the beginning of Monday’s class; no exceptions, no extensions; no paper = F on that assignment], and you must show from at least the second or third of these that you’ve read Economical Writing with care.  Later in the term, over Thanksgiving, I assign as well a substantial paper, due in place of a final examination (I hate final exams!)

We’ll read everything assigned.  When something is mentioned for a date it means it should be read in preparation for that class.  The content of the classes will follow the outline exactly, so you can rely on it—but let me diverge from time to time within a broad topic when I see you need this rather than that piece of argument.  There are no optional or supplementary readings.  The reading is about 100 pages a week, little of it beach reading, so allocate enough time for serious, college-level studying.  If you can’t allocate reading time of at least a couple of hours for each meeting of the class, with a few hours devoted to each writing assignment each week (that’s about 10 hours a week for this class), you aren’t going to do the job, and won’t get much out of the course (or out of college!)  Reconsider your priorities or your constraints.  If your money budget is strained by the book purchases (though incidentally as an educated person you should get in the habit of owning and reading books), I’ll help you team up with someone else to buy the books in common, and share them.  The five books we’ll read entire, all for purchase at College Books at 1076 W. Taylor, corner of Taylor and Aberdeen, are:

Joyce P. Jacobsen, The Economics of Gender, 2nd. ed.  (Oxford and Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1998), paperback, about $40, ISBN 0-631-20726-0.  Intelligent and pretty readable [though with too many summaries, too many uses of “this”], the book gives astonishingly comprehensive coverage of all the economic issues raised so far in the literature by the existence of women (she does not treat GLBT issues).                             

Elinore Pruitt Stewart, Letters of a Woman Homesteader (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1988 [1914: Atlantic Monthly]), original illustrations by N. C. Wyeth, 1988 forward by Gretel Ehrlich.  ISBN 0-395-32137-9  paper, about $13.00.  A classic text of American women’s history, filled with cheering stories of how the economy worked c. 1910 for women.
Wendy McElroy, ed., Freedom, Feminism, and the State (Independent Institute Book; NY: Holmes and Meier, 1998), entire, paper, about $20 ISBN 0-945999-67-4  An unusual perspective on feminism: Is the government the way forward?  These essays from the 19th-century pioneers of anarchist feminism to the present say, No Way.

Nancy Folbre, The Invisible Heart: Economics and Family Values (NY: New Press, 2001), entire, about $20  ISBN 1-56584-655-9 Engaging, well-argued, socialist perspective on What Mother Needs by the leading light of a new feminist economics (in which movement your instructor, though she’s no socialist, is very active, btw!)

Deirdre McCloskey, Economic Writing (Prospect Heights, Ill.: Waveland Press, 1999), ISBN 1-57766-063-3, about $10 [all of my royalties from this class will go as a contribution to the UIC endowment].  Follow the rules and you’ll be able to please your boss with how you write.  For now, pretend I’m your boss, yes?!

The rest of the reading (about 100 pages, four selections from articles and books: marked with an  asterisk, *, in the reading list) is available for purchase at cost at Comet Press, 812 W. Van Buren (over by Giordano’s pizza). 

The best way of getting in touch with me is e-mail, deirdre2@uic.edu.  That way we can chat about the course, or anything else, with mutual convenience.  But you should feel free to call me at home any time during normal waking hours (we elderly ladies go to bed earlier than you do, btw!), 312-435-1479.  I’m easier to get in touch with at home by phone than at the office in person, but again feel free to knock anytime on my door at University Hall 829 (south end of the hall).  I’ll shoo you away only if someone else is there. 

If you have any disability that would affect your performance in class—and especially one that I might not notice—do please tell me about it.  As a lifelong stutterer, believe me, I know how you feel.  Let’s get it out in the open and handle it like respectful adults!

1.) Mon, Aug 20: Introductions: Economics, McCloskey, and the Course

Wed, Aug 22: : Jacobsen, The Economics of Gender (required text), Chp. 1, “Introduction,” pp. 3-36.  In class: student introductions in light of the issues raised in the Jacobsen chapter: your relation to gender in the economy.  To prepare for the class think about how the existence of genders could affect the economy, and how the economy affects gendered people (that’s you).   Get ready to talk: I’m going to call on everybody!

Fri, Aug 24: Jacobsen, Economics of Gender, review carefully the Appendix to Chp. 1: The basic economics of markets with respect to gender.

Form teams to buy and share the books if you don’t want to own them yourselves.

NOTE THE WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE ON MONDAY!

Where Women Came From, Economically Speaking

2.) Mon, Aug 27:  * [* means “in the xeroxed readings purchased by you from Comet Press”] Elizabeth Wayland Barber, “Preface,” “Introduction,” and “Chp. 1, “A Tradition with a Reason,” pp. 11-41 in Women’s Work: The First 20,000 Years: Women, Cloth, and Society in Early Times, NY: Norton, 1994; examine p. 218 of Jacobsen, Economics of Gender: does it fit Barber’s argument?  

First writing assignment due at the beginning of class today, Monday, August 27:  Introduce yourself in a way relevant to the course; how do you expect your gender to affect your paid and unpaid working and consuming life, 20 years from now?  One page, double spaced, spellchecked, well written [rewrite, rewrite].  START READING MCCLOSKEY, ECONOMICAL WRITING.

Wed, Aug 29: Jacobsen, The Economics of Gender [the required text], Chp.12, “Nonindustrialized Traditional Societies,” pp. 388-413

Fri, Aug 31 [Last day to add or drop the course]  Jacobsen, Chp. 14, “Gender Differences in U.S. Economic History,’  pp. 435-456.

Note the writing assignment, due next Wednesday; start reading Stewart, Letters of a Woman Homesteader
3.) [Mon, Sep 3, Labor Day: Holiday]

Wed, Sep 5: Film in class, Laurie Kahn-Leavitt (writer and producer) and Richard P. Rogers (director), with Kaiulani Lee as Martha Ballard, “A Midwife’s Tale,” PBS Video (1997), first half and discussion.  Have read: Stewart, Letters of a Woman Homesteader [required text], pp. 1-59.

Writing Assignment due today, Wednesday, beginning of class: Tell a true story in a single page from your family’s history, as interesting and as ancient as you can make it, about the role of women in the economy, connecting it (as always) to the reading this week.  Have you read all of McCloskey, Economical Writing?  If not, get to it! 
Fri, Sep 7: A Midwife’s Tale,” second half and discussion.  Read for this class: Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, “Women and the Rise of the American Medical Profession,” from their Witches, Midwifes, and Nurses (1973), reprinted as pp. 193-208 in the assigned text, Wendy McElroy, ed., Freedom, Feminism, and the State (NY and London: Holmes and Meier, 1998).

4.) Mon, Sep 10: Stewart, Letters of a Woman Homesteader, pp. 60-156; start Vickrey reading below.

Writing Assignment  due today, beginning of class: Comment on the following assertion, using our readings: “Social science focuses on unintended consequences.  Legislation and other governmental actions `designed to protect women’ have often ended up hurting them.  Often enough the consequence was in fact intended.”

Wed, Sep 12: Stewart, Letters of a Woman Homesteader, pp. 157-282.

Fri, Sep 14:  *Amanda Vickrey, “Golden Age to Separate Spheres?  A Review of the Categories and Chronology of English Women’s History” (A tough assignment; read it with care, allowing enough time; it shows what a serious piece of historical argument looks like: notice how aware of its own arguments it is, how grounded in documents)

The Mainstream Analysis of Gender Differences

5.) Mon, Sep 17: Jacobsen, Chp. 2, “Gender Differences in the U.S. Economy”

Writing Assignment Due:  What evidence do you find in the reading and in your experience for an ethical separation of spheres between an unethical world of market work and an ethical—indeed sacred—Home?

Wed, Sep 19: Jacobsen, Chp. 3, “The Household as Economic Unit”

Fri, Sep 21: Jacobsen, Chp. 4, “Labor Force Participation: Analysis of Trends”

6.) Mon, Sep 24: NO CLASS

Wed, Sep 26: Jacobsen, Chp. 6, “Gender Segregation in the Workplace”

Writing Assignment Due:  How has childcare affected the work of women?  Is it necessary that it do so?

Fri, Sep 28: Jacobsen, Chp. 7, “Causes of Earnings Differences: Human Capital”; skim Chp. 8, “Compensating Differentials” (ask: what’s the basic point?)

7.) Mon, Oct 1: Jacobsen, Chp. 9 (note: we’ve skimmed 8), “Causes of Earnings Differences: Discrimination”; make sure you include the “Policy Application: Comparable Worth.”

Writing Assignment Due:  Whether you believe it or not, write a page making the strongest, most persuasive case you can make that none of the difference in earnings between men and women (and other discriminated-against groups, such as homosexuals and African Americans) are the consequence of discrimination.

Wed, Oct 3: *M. V. Lee Badgett, “The Economic Penalty for Being Gay,” pp. 20-50 in her Money, Myths, and Change: The Economic Lives of Lesbians and Gay Men (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001).

Fri, Oct 5: HOUR EXAMINATION: On all that we’ve discussed so far, but with an emphasis on applying the analytics of economics to the history.  The exam will take up the class period, so it’s not literally an hour.  It will consist of 15 minutes-worth of identification questions you can only answer it you’ve done all the reading; the rest (35 minutes) will be a few applications of economics to the facts of the gendered economy: supply and demand, indifference curves, human capital.

8.) Mon, Oct 8: Jacobsen, Chp. 15, “Race, Ethnicity, and Class Considerations in Interpreting Gender Differences”

Writing Assignment Due: Whether you believe it or not, write a page making the strongest, most persuasive case you can make that all of the difference in earnings between men and women (and other discriminated-against groups, such as homosexuals and African Americans) are the consequence of discrimination.

Wed, Oct 10: Reread Chp. 8, “Compensating Differentials”; in class we will assign pages for the review of Jacobsen to each person (due next Wednesday)

Fri, Oct 12: NO CLASS

Gender Economics in International Perspective

9.) Mon, Oct 15:  Jacobsen, Chp. 10, “Industrialized Capitalist Societies,” making sure you include the Policy Application: “Child Allowances”

Writing Assignment:  Write a Reader’s Report of the pages you were assigned in Jacobsen, as though going to a publisher, in two or three pages of your own best prose.  Make sure you cover the following: the good features of the pages; the confusing features (where did you have to reread to grasp the sentence?); how it might be improved.  Don’t use the grade-school book review device of saying “I really liked these pages.”  That’s useless to an author.  The author of a text wants to know what the experience of students reading the text really is.  We will actually send the pages unchanged to Professor Jacobsen, so be kindly and professional—though don’t hesitate to criticize when you see ways of improving the text.

Wed, Oct 17: Jacobsen, Chp. 11, “Socialist and Cooperative Societies”

Fri, Oct 19: Jacobsen, Chp. 13, “Effects of the Development Process”

(I give a speech today just after class at the Illinois Economic Association luncheon)

10.) Mon, Oct 22: *Deirdre McCloskey, “A Conversation with Giyatri Spivak,” Rethinking Marxism, spring 2001.

Writing Assignment:  One page: Has capitalism been good or bad for women worldwide?

A Free-Market Feminism?

Wed, Oct 24: Wendy McElroy, “Introduction: The Roots of Individualist Feminism,” in McElroy, ed., Freedom, Feminism, and the State

Fri, Oct 26: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 1-3, Grimké, Cleyre, and Lane

11.) Mon, Oct 29: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 4-6, Elshtain, Presley, Kinsky, and Marvin 

Writing Assignment:  Has the state been good or bad for women?  Use the earlier readings as well.  Pick a position and defend it as well as you can.

Wed, Oct 31: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 7- 11, Danielle, Stone, Blackwell, Baker, Harman

Today is Hallowe’en: Gender exercise in feeling the economic effects: wear to class at least one article of clothing that signifies that your gender identity is different from your gender assigned at birth.  Be prepared to discuss: How would doing so affect your position at work?

Fri, Nov 2: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 12- 14, Heywood, Day, McElroy

12.) Mon, Nov 5: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 15 – 17, Nicholds, LaFollette, Taylor

Writing Assignment:  Write a one-page Reader’s Report on McElroy’s book.  We’ll send them to her.  It might be best to focus on one point.

Wed, Nov 7: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chps. 19- 21, Dietrick, Spooner, Heywood

Fri, Nov 9: McElroy, ed, Freedom, Chp. 22, Emma Goldman, “Patriotism: A Menace to Liberty”

A Policy Question in Depth: Folbre on the Costs of Motherhood

13.) Mon, Nov 12:  Nancy Folbre, The Invisible Heart, Introduction and Chp. 1; start reading Jacobsen, Chp. 5, “Labor Force Participation: Consequences for Family Structure,” including “Part II: Policy Application: Welfare Reform”.

Writing Assignment:  How is strictly economic analysis altered by introducing considerations of human dignity?  (Use McElroy and Folbre)

Wed, Nov 14: Folbre, Invisible Heart, Chp. 2, 3; 

Fri, Nov 16: Folbre, Chp. 4, 5; finish Jacobsen, Chp. 5 before writing your Monday assignment

The Social Science History Association is meeting downtown at the Palmer House, State Street, Friday-Sunday: I’ll announce sessions relevant to our course.

14.) Mon, Nov 19: Folbre, Chp. 6,7

Writing Assignment:  Explain as though to your roommate why welfare might be damaging to women and children (that is, argue against Folbre).

Wed, Nov 21 and Fri, Nov 23: NO CLASSES: Thanksgiving

TERM PAPER, due at the beginning of the last class, Nov 30, about 10 pages, types, stapled, no title page, based solidly on a careful re-reading of some of the writings we have examined in the course; you will fail if you haven’t by now taken in the advice in Economical Writing!!  (Sorry to be so crabby, but by this time in the course I usually am at some of your classmates!  Not you, of course.)  The Subject: How I View the Role of the Market in the Emancipation of Women and Gender Minorities.  Take a side: e.g. Jacobsen’s leftish middle-of-the-road; McElroy’s free market; Folbre’s anarcho-socialism; your own scent.  Back up your claims with facts and argument.  Applications are good.  Historical examples are, too.  Diagrams are great.

15.) Mon, Nov 26:  Folbre, Chp. 8, “CorporNation”

Writing Assignment:  Explain as though to your roommate why Fiolbre’s proposal would be good for women and children.  Give yourself two pages. 

Wed, Nov 28: Folbre, Chp. 9, “Dancing in the Dark.”  

Fri, Nov 30: Last Class: What Have You Learned?  How can you continue learning?

                                       . Bring a spindle and some wool to class and show how it’s done.

.

Read out the Austen paragraph on “Aunt Jane’s work.”

A novel, a good one about women’s work: My Antonia?  Or one about current work.

voices and themes: gay, lesbian, gender by itself  (maybe Tannen and try to get language and econ into it?); 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Women and Economics, NY: 1898
a biography of a businesswoman: look in collections for good writers.

Deirdre McCloskey, Crossing: A Memoir, University of Chicago Press, 1999; only transgendered voice in the course--altho of course I’m there every day!

Any other people good from Homo Economics?  Read them to see.

Claudia Goldin, Understanding the Gender Gap, NY: Oxford University Press, 1990.

Marianne A. Ferber and Julie A. Nelson, Beyond Economic Man: Feminist Theory and Economics, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993.

Julie A. Nelson, Feminism, Objectivity, and Economics, London and NY: Routledge, 1996.
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