[image: image1.png]The
Higher
Education
Academy|

Economics
Network





Learning and Teaching Development Project Final Report 

	Project:
	“Current News and Events”

	Author:
	Dr. Willem Spanjers

	Period covered:
	1 July 2008 to 30 June 2009


Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
Investigate the potential for developing a teaching / learning / assessment vehicle which models aspects of the production of a current affairs magazine, e.g. The Economist.

Scoping: The developmental project will address, inter alia:

· Practical production issues, such as material expense, space needs, staff time required for maintaining such an exercise;

· Skills and time required of staff and students;

· Feasibility of attaching assessment elements to the exercise;

· Existence (or not) of similar innovations in other Economics programmes and potential for sharing good practice;

· Potential for collaborative working with our Faculty’s Journalism courses.

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

Internal benchmarking of:

· Resource availability;

· Students’ skills;

· Staff skills;

· Staff availability;

· Management capacity;

· Course delivery;

· Potential for cooperation with the Subject Area Journalism.

against the requirements of the projects.

Outcomes of the project

The aim of the project is to investigate the potential for developing a student-centred production of a small magazine of economic analysis and commentary. The outcome of the benchmarking is that – due to the disappointing recruitment to the BA Applied Economics – the internal environment of the School of Economics in Kingston University would require significant changes before such project can confidently be expected to be successfully completed. Due to the nature of the benchmark, these insights point to a number of opportunities for improvement of the courses currently offer by the School.

During this scoping project, it was soon recognized that the development of the skills of our under graduate students as currently offered fails to provide the pre-requisites for a high frequency (e.g. weekly or semi-weekly) current affairs magazine as envisioned.

Current students of MA courses in Economics and future students of the full field BA Applied Economics do develop the required skills, but due to the disappointingly small numbers recruited for the BA Applied Economics focussing on them would provide a too narrow basis for the project. To reach all students in the fields currently offered by the School Economics, the emphasis on the development of writing skills in all fields would have to be strengthened. 

When this was recognized, the project shifted its attention to considering a magazine appearing only two or three time per year, as advocated in the Progress Report in January 2009. This format would provide the opportunity to link the contents of the magazine to specific items of students’ written assessments, viz. essays, reports, literature reviews and dissertations. In particular, students could be offered the opportunity to contribute short summaries of their written work to the magazine, which could also serve as a newsletter for the School. 

The success of this newsletter would depend on the number of students willing to use such opportunity when offered. It was considered a realistic possibility that students’ interest would be limited unless contributions to the newsletter are included in the assessment regime of a number of relevant modules.

Under the current circumstances, setting the stage for either a high-frequency magazine or a low-frequency newsletter would require significant changes in the course and/or assessment structure. This, however, would put an additional burden on the managerial capacity of the School, which is currently strained by the significant changes in the School’s age and experience profile as a result of different forms of retirement of many of its most senior staff.

The scoping project comes to the conclusion that the envisioned project is desirable and would fit the aims and ambitions of the School of Economics. But given the disappointing recruitment numbers for the BA Applied Economics, it would require a more substantial input of managerial capacity than the School can currently spare.

In particular, we found:

· Practical production issues, such as material expense, space needs, staff time required for maintaining such an exercise;
The magazine can be provided in an electronic format using standard software, which minimizes material expense. The requirements regarding space needs and staff time are expected to be within reasonable limits, depending on the specifics of the project.

· Skills and time required of staff and students;
Students would need to be offered more opportunity to develop their writing and communication skills to enable a sufficiently large number of students to participate in the project.

Current strains on management capacity restrict the available time of appropriately qualified staff.

· Feasibility of attaching assessment elements to the exercise;
It is possible to attach assessment elements, but this would require significant changes in the assessment strategy of a number of modules.

· Existence (or not) of similar innovations in other Economics programmes and potential for sharing good practice;

Communication skills are currently obtaining a stronger emphasis in a number of economics programmes across the UK, creating opportunities for future sharing of good practice.

· Potential for collaborative working with our Faculty’s Journalism courses.

Staff at the Faculty’s Journalism courses are open for cooperation on developing an economics magazine in one form or another.

The insights indicated above affected the amount and direction of the work carried out for the project.

Although the budgeted time of the management team (5 days; £ 834) was used as expected, it did not seem appropriate to carry out the more detailed planning by support staff (8 days; £ 961). The presentation of the project at the Developments in Economics Education Conference 2009 (one delegate; £ 250) will take place.

Therefore, of the total proposed budget of £ 2045 (£1045 from the School of Economics, £ 1000 grant from the Economics Network), only £ 1084 will be spent. It is therefore proposed that the actual incurred costs of £ 1084 will be split between the School of Economics and the Economics Network, the proposed contribution by the School of Economics being £ 584 with the Economics Network contributing the remaining £ 500.

Available resources (including web links)

Project report (currently not in the public domain)

Powerpoints of the presentation to Economics Network Projects Meeting in Bristol, January 2009 (currently not in the public domain).

Powerpoints of the presentation to the Developments in Economics Education Conference 2009 (to be written).

Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

Presentation to Economics Network Projects Meeting in Bristol, January 2009.

Presentation to the Developments in Economics Education Conference, September 2009.

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

The aim of the project is to investigate the potential of developing a student-centred production of a small magazine of economic analysis and commentary. 

The outcome of the benchmarking is that – given the disappointing recruitment for the BA Applied Economics – the internal environment of the School of Economics in Kingston University requires significant further development before such project can confidently be expected to be successfully completed. 

Due to the nature of the benchmark, these insights point to a number of opportunities for improvement of the courses currently offer by the School of Economics.
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