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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
This project was funded by the Economics Network to research the above question. The original project proposal specified the use of an online survey of students as the principal investigative tool. However, it quickly became apparent that this tool would be a poor one for that purpose. 

Most of the data collected and consequent findings relate to student perceptions of economics. A subset of these relate to issues relevant to heterodox economics.

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

The research strategy evolved to become the following:

1) An international online survey of students to gather quantitative and qualitative data on the perceptions of economics of students

2) A series of focus groups to examine perceptions of economics amongst UK students and to examine specific issues relevant to heterodox economics

a. The role of realism and assumptions in economics

b. The consumer’s choice decision

The general effectiveness of economics to illuminate and explain contemporary economic and social issues such as climate change.
Outcomes of the project

The findings can be divided up into two sections

1) On student perceptions of economics generally

2) On matters relevant to teaching heterodox economics specifically

Data analysis is ongoing and the findings reported are current.

Headline findings

1) Students are clearly not homogeneous. There are differences between countries and within countries, in terms of age, experience, gender, degree type and their effect on perceptions of economics

2) There appears to be clusters of students into distinct groups in terms of their attitudes to economics

3) Data suggests that economics has a kudos in students’ eyes – so although they often find it difficult and frustrating, they persevere because they think it has a cache. There is little evidence to suggest they do economics for the money

4) Minority of students want to study more economics, find it easy and useful

5) Clear majority of students surveyed find economics of limited use

6) Majority of students surveyed find economics does not help them make better decisions or understand human behaviour

7) More students find economics difficult rather than easy

8) Perceptions of economics are not age dependent, nor gender dependent, although in our sample males seem to find economics more difficult than females

a. Hierarchical clustering by perception (rather than by student) suggests the following close relationships:

b. Frustrating ≈ confusing ≈ too theoretical

c. Help future career ≈ better decisions

Implications for teaching of heterodox economics

1) Students demand greater realism and application in economics

2) Debate is an effective tool for teaching economics in that it develops argumentation and judgement

3) The following concepts which might be labelled heterodox or have emphasis within heterodox economics were cited as useful in understanding real world issues:

a. Development

b. Fiscal policy

c. Keynes (and variants of)

d. Marx (and variants of)

e. History (economic and of economic thought)

f. Behavioural economics

g. Political economy (and politics)

h. Ethics and normative analysis

Available resources (including web links)

1) Data set from the student survey and from focus groups.

2) Learning materials


1) commenataries on behavioural economics and heterodox choice theory

Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

Paper submissions 

1) Paper on pluralism in economics education: revised and resubmitted to IREE

1) Paper drafts 

1) Cluster analysis of survey data, likely for submission to Journal of Socio Economics.

2) Mixed methods research paper on why students want to do economics, for submission to journal as yet unidentified

2) Workshops/presentations

1) Workshop on Systematic Mixed Methods Research, University of Manchester, June 2008

2) Conference of the AHE, Anglia Ruskin University, July 2008

3) Staff seminar, UWE, October 2008

4) AHE/IREE workshop, City University, November 2008

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

We have no evidence of impact at present.
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