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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2011.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
The continued development of a computer-based, hyperlinked concept map in political economy and global issues.
To further the aim of encouraging students to make connections in political economy

To further engage support and participation from the economics and, wider social sciences, academic community.
Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

1. The creation and provision on the website of descriptive material demonstrating the reasoning behind the suggested connections between topics of research.

2. The preparation and presentation of a conference paper at an international conference on political economy.

3. The creation of new topics pages to extend the framework into areas not previously covered.

4. Continued research activity leading to the discovery and inclusion of additional content for the existing pages of the website.

The 50 hours funded by Economic Network have been fully used and this has  enabled me to make the progress detailed in this report. This will continue to be built upon in the coming months and years. Personal health and bereavement issues during the second half of the project period have unfortunately curtailed the amount of extra personal time that I would have liked to have found for the project, and also it was not possible this year for my department to provide an additional time allowance (which had been the case in 2008/9). Consequently some of my suggested work on providing pages on the issue of climate change and on the contributions of the Austrian school has only recently begun.

I am fully committed to the continued development of this resource which will be made possible by my move to a 0.4 phased retirement contract in October, thereby freeing up a significant amount of time from teaching duties.
Outcomes of the project

The outcomes are listed numerically in association with the above activities.

1. The creation of an extensive guide to the use of the website which illustrates its application in explaining the various issues associated with the political economy of the Global Financial Crisis. This has had two forms: a conference paper with a targeted audience of existing analysts and teachers, and derived material which is aimed at students and other newcomers to the subject matter. All material is available via the website.

2. The dissemination of information about the resource and the work of the Economic Network, and the gaining of offers of involvement in the ‘Connections project from members of the academic community working in specialist areas of political economy.

3. New topic pages relating to the GFC covering (i) the debate over fiscal deficits and (ii) the effects of the crisis on the EC and particularly the Eurozone.

New topic pages covering information associated with Thorstein Veblen and with the relevance of Veblen and institutional economics to the present day.

4) Additional content on existing pages from the earlier creation of the resource (approx 75% of pages).

Available resources (including web links)

All of the output of the project is available at the ‘Connections’ website:
www.politicaleconomy.org.uk. The additional content (see 4 above) is spread over many of the pages on the website.
The specific items referred to in (1) and (3) above can be found at these pages:

www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/RJones/IIPPEconferencepaper-sept2010.pdf
http://www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/subprimecrisis.htm
http://www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/deficithysteria.htm
http://www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/crisis-in-europe.htm
http://www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/veblen.htm
http://www.politicaleconomy.org.uk/veblentoday.htm
Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

Conference paper presented to the First International Conference in Political Economy of The International Initiative for Promoting Political Economy (IIPPE). Rethymnon, Crete, September 10-12, 2010.
Internal staff seminar on the progress of the project, April 2011
          Planned

Developments in Economics Education Conference Sept 2011 - poster session
Internal staff seminar Autumn 2011
Accepted invitation to contribute to forthcoming IIPPE newsletter.
Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

There has been significant interest in the project from the membership of the IIPPE with specific offers of support and future collaboration from Professor Ben Fine (SOAS) and others who attended the IIPPE conference.
An informal survey of the current  cohort of students on the NTU Political Economy module was carried out in the seminar programme midway during the year. The response was generally encouraging with most students expressing the view that their interest in political economy had been enhanced by their use of the website. There was support for the suggestion that more introductory information be provided about the individual topics, of the kind provided for the page on the Global Financial Crisis, although it was agreed that such information could not be a substitute for lectures.
A more formal questionnaire survey of these students is planned for the new academic year when they will be in a position to look back on the whole year and also to consider the possible benefits of the site to their final year dissertation preparation. 
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