Student Transition
and Technology
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Q. One word ko deseribe what ik is Lile
to be a '
first year student?

-

¥

ErRE e SRR SR S DR - R RN S
| B X < ¥ s SIS | N T A ks 350 Uaeah z& TR e G
G Cor e B N g K‘ DR I Sy gl T
& (" i "f;?‘-' E R R TR S b N e :
R LA s g P SR G RS K|

Stressful

Freedom

Does student Life match expectations 7
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Or is ik
stressful
LOM@.i.v

tsolating?




Problem - How do we create a
aammum&v
With Large first year classes?

Exampi.@.
Edinburgh campus main
economics class
440 studenks

How should we
manaqge student
@.xpea&a&oms?



Sur vey
Firsk Year Skudenks
»xpec:%a& LOWNS




&3%
EN Survey
°013 and 2014 .
Has studying this \\
deqree course mek '
our expectations &¥ %

overall?

Sampl&. response 172 and 1258



Expe&&a&&oms naek RO14 vear 1
Yes Lo cala

Mostly Yea

Mostly Not

8%
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Take One Issue
Expectations of lecturer contact time

Examgte
2013
44% of year 1 respondents said
contact time was less than
expea&ed

How do we compensate for this?



Create a
Cnmmu&\&j

Using Techno Logj






1. Social Mediaf

Previous worlk own this Ec:npi,f:
Dickie and Meiler 2015

Set up, managed and

mov\agared Fb groups

for large first year
classes



Facebook Tukor

Bj 20132 +R groups established across 3 classes

387/43% students joined the main class
127/206 joined the elective class

Use 0f FB groups extended beyond general
communication e.q. Detailed @ and
Ainformation and comment on news reports,
tinmetabling, surveys, evenks, oppor&umiﬁes
student success stories, media clips, news
stories, exam quidance.



Q1 Why did you join the
Economics class FB Group?

To be part of the class learning
community

To find new friends

To access information quickly

To ask questions and to receive

answers quickly

To observe answers to questions

All of the above

14

Sample n =82

46.91%(n=38)

02.47%(n=2)

66.67%(N=54)

37.04%(n=30)

55.56%(n= 45)

27.16%(n=22)



= Survey Resulks

B3 provideci a space for the class Llearning
community to c&.evetop, a place where social and
educational nkeraction coexist and devei.op A an
informal environment

FB provided guick and easy access to information

FB Was the most popular forum for asking questions




2. Clickers

Questions and Answers

Fanbkaskic!
Many uses and sktudenks Lilke khe
inkeraction i leckures

Feedbacle




3. e—assighments
and feedback

Sek weew{j MCQ keskt
Upi.oad dabka on resulks and response
rates for each question.

Providing detailed answers for
specific questions that have poor
response rates.



4, Team Worle

Inkroduce new basic applied courses
Utilising internet resources
Merge theory and policy
No formal lectures
Research based
Students seleck &cwpi,f:

Present Worlk



Conclusion

Many ways to utilise technology in HE
Yes, we walht to use ik to
enhance learining and teaching
but it is also ideal for
breaking down barriers
an aid to Eransition
from high school to uni
creating a community
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