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Motivating International Students. A practical
guide to aspects of learning and teaching.

http://www.economicsnetwork.ac.uk/handbook/international

“it is relevant for lecturers of

other disciplines and covers a most of the Issues
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Write your name on the map
Put a cross where you come from

Ask two people sitting close to you where they
come from and put corresponding crosses on
the map

“My W0r|d |S nOt here”, PhD Candidate from Kenya

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:World_pacific_centered.svg

Geotargeted searches, global
collaborators

Y. What you need to do this week...

o Familiarise yourself with CECIL
(www.cecil.edu), there is a pamphlet
available in commerce student centre (Level O
of OGG) or phone ext. 85993

e Make sure to buy a copy of the course-
book from the Commerce Bookshop (level
0 of OGGB)

e Introduce yourselves on CECIL and form a
study group if you are interested.

- It is a good idea to include people from
different faculties if possible.

Students: You are here to learn from international
perspectives- part of the curriculum. Interact: learn!

Staff: are we mixing and learning???

Language




In groups of three, estimate:

The number of words known by a
native English speaker;

The number of words known by a
proficient non-native English speaker

How do you feel 1 month; 1 week; 1
minute before giving a presentation?
2 Groups:

International: postgraduates recently arrived in the UK

" Average vocabulary

Games and Case Studies

- 40,000 words “sufficiently large for native
English speakers”

- 10,000 words “generally considered large for
second language learners entering university”

- meaningfulness->student motivation
-Aspects of the Economics degree that could be improved:

-MNinteractive elements (games, experiments and role-play). national
Economics Student Survey 2008 Report

v

- 4,594 words “university-aged English language
students from a wide variety of countries”

Schmitt, D. (2005) 'Writing in the international classroom’, in J. Carroll and J. Ryan (eds), Teaching

International Students Improving Learning for All, London: Routledge

Example: Supply and Demand Model
Setting up a pit market/Trading in a Pit Market Game
“We are going to set up a market in which the people on my
right will be the buyers, and the people on my left will be the
sellers.
“I will now give each buyer and seller a numbered playing card.
Some cards have been removed from the deck(s), and all
remaining cards have a number. Please hold your card so that
others do not see the number.
“The buyers’ cards are red (hearts and diamonds) and the
sellers’ cards are black (clubs or spades). Each card
represents one “unit” of an unspecified commodity that can be

bouaht bv buvers or sold by sellers”




Setting up (?) a
pit market (?)

Trading in a Pit
Market Game?

Right? Left?
Buyers cards?
Hold card

how?

Deck? Hearts/
diamonds/
clubs/spades?

How can we help?

Show a photograph of a pit market.

Keep instructions (keywords) visible

Use mnemonics (memory helpers)

Enrich verbal instructions with visual or auditory cues:

Buyers’ cards are black
Sellers’ cards are red

Teaching
International Students

Visible and invisible
Language
Attention Span

Cultural references and
humour

Paying
Attention
Attention span




20 min paying attention?

You are blocking the
projector

h’r’rp://wvsz‘/?ﬁ’d\zbgi?:zizag\az:;\?g%ﬁhive.php? 5 m'n pGY|n9 GTTenTion!
Add variety to your presentation

comicid=127




Seeing your presentation in one slide
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Go to slide sorter view
Adjust the zoom so that you can see all the slides
Press print screen and paste into a word document

Diagrams,
tables and
charts

Visual=easy to understand?
Too much information= distracts from points
we are making= confusing
Sets of instructions: unusual language?
Said too fast?= confusing
Dotted line? Dashed line?

Right hand top corner (logical but not easy to
follow in real time)

Vague gestures- over there=confusing

Many ways of saying the same: decrease=
drop=fall=slide=confusing




Using the drawing tool bar
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'When we understand that slide, we'll
have won the war,' General Stanley
McChrystal, the US and NATO force
commander, remarked wryly when
confronted by the sprawling spaghetti
diagram in a briefing.

hitp://www.google.es/imgresZimgurl=http wikimedia.org/wikipedi Laffer-Curve.svg/
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Culture
and
humour

\ | am going to show you a drawing \

Write down what occurs to you when you see it
Any information might be relevant

Share what you wrote with two people sitting next

to you "0
g{\) /‘//%/II(,"L.
é{d’@/ %

Cultural references that only some people
in the audience can understand- explain
the context




What is so funny about this picture?

. 1image worth 1000 words? |
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