Ref: Econ Pol EU sem prog 09-10

The European Union:Economic Policy
Seminars 2009-10

This module aims to provide an analysis of European economic integration, principally through the EU.  The emphasis is on economic policy supported by appropriate theory.  While the module focus is principally on the economic dimension of the EU, it is firmly placed within the context of the surrounding political debates.

Seminars will comprise of video discussions, worksheets, and presentations.  The information below may be subject to change, due to current events. If nobody selects a presentation the seminar will still run.
You chose one question (eg. Q (b) for a particular week) for your group presentation topic.  Your attendance is compulsory at all presentations.  The discussions following presentations can build up your knowledge of the European Union and be helpful in other topic areas. 

Your group’s presentation should last for 20 minutes (maximum) and will be based on one of the questions below.  You will be expected to make use of the overhead projector or PowerPoint and provide a summary (minimum of 2 pages of A4) of your group’s presentation to other students, plus relevant and useful references that you have found.  This will assist others in their revision.  You will be expected to answer questions at the end of the presentation for about 10 minutes.  Note that you can refer to concepts from other modules that are relevant, even if they have not been formally covered in this course, such as Cournot and reaction functions, game theory, ISLM etc.
Assessment 

1. You must submit a copy of your presentation to your lecturer, as a group.  No written report is required, only the copy of your presentation. You will receive feedback in class after the presentation.  One grade will be given for each group.  Absentees will forfeit the marks.

2.  The presentation is 5% of your module mark. 

Week commencing 
19 October  
Video, article and discussion.  Should the EU economy be run along the lines of the French or the Anglo-Saxon model? This will be relevant to many topics during the course.

Questions;

1. What economic forces are French industries, such as wine (or cheese), facing?

2. Are the Poles following the Anglo-Saxon or the French model?  Explain your answer.

3. Which approach do you think is likely to be successful? Is there a third way?

4. Suggest why this argument is relevant following the financial crisis.

Week commencing
2 Nov


Video: The European Union Budget and the Single Market

Video Questions:

1. Why did the UK demand a budget rebate?  To what extent did the UK get its own way?

2. Why did the European Union push for a single market?  Why did Mrs Thatcher support this, given that she was not pro-European?

3. To what extent did the Single Market go further than the British government expected?

4. Why are issues from the 1980s relevant today?

Week commencing
16 Nov 


a)
With reference to customs union theory compare the impact of the 2004 enlargement to the original formation of the EU (originally the EEC).
Group_______________________________________________________________

And/or

b)
Discuss the extent to which traditional customs union theory is redundant, in the light of the empirical evidence and the contribution of Cooper and Massell. 

Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
30 Nov

a)
Explain to what extent economic theory can help us understand the medium and long run macroeconomic effects of the internal market.

Group_______________________________________________________________

And/or

b)
Outline the Court of Justice (Nov 2002) judgment against several States regarding the distribution of competence in concluding air transport agreements.  Explain the relevance of the EU’s single (internal) market.  

OR  

Outline the economic rationale underlying the establishment of the EU’s internal market and assess the extent to which the integration of services markets is more demanding than the integration of goods markets.
Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
11 Jan
a) 
The Maastricht Treaty imposed constraints on public finances for countries wishing to participate in European Monetary Union (EMU), enforced by the Stability and Growth Pact.  With reference to public finance theory explain the purpose of such constraints and outline the impact of the financial crisis.
Group_______________________________________________________________
And/or

b)
With a brief reference to public finance theory, assess the extent to which the stability and growth pact had to be reformed following continued breaches of the pact by France and Germany.

Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
25 Jan
a)
What were the main problems associated with the European budget in the 1980s?  To what extent have these been overcome by the adoption of “financial perspectives” since 1988?

Group_______________________________________________________________

And/or

b) 
     Norway and Switzerland both chose not to join the EU.  Select one of these countries and outline why they wished to remain outside the EU.  What are the implications for them of being outside the EU?

Group_______________________________________________________________
Week commencing
8 Feb

To what extent has the common agricultural policy been sufficiently reformed to address all its deficiencies and problems adequately?

Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
22 Feb
a) With reference to agglomeration theory assess the impact of regional policy in the EU.

Group_______________________________________________________________
And/or

b) Those who favour free markets argue social policy in the EU makes a country uncompetitive.  Assess this view in the light of the German experience.

Group_______________________________________________________________
Week commencing
8 March
a) Distinguish between horizontal and vertical collusion as strategies of companies.  Why and in what way does EU Competition Policy deal with both forms of collusion?  
OR  

Outline and assess the effectiveness of EU competition policy.  In your analysis refer to the EU investigation of Microsoft, plus one other case.

Group_______________________________________________________________
And/or

b)  Outline the main components of and assess the effectiveness of Industrial Policy   

OR  

Outline the main components and assess the effectiveness of Environmental Policy, particularly with reference to the recently introduced emissions trading system.

Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
15 March
a) Outline the development of the European Union’s economic relations with the USA and China.  What have been the major issues?  Have they been resolved satisfactorily?  Outline how the EU’s relationship with the USA differ to its relationship with the other two countries?

Group_______________________________________________________________
And/or

b) Describe the evolution of European Union policy towards the countries of Central/Eastern Europe since 1989.  What issues are raised by the accession of these countries to the European Union?

Group_______________________________________________________________

Week commencing
22 March
Catch up if required
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