
Health econometrics exercise 

Critical appraisal of a published article. 

 

Learning objectives 

This exercise is designed to test your skills in critical appraisal and your understanding of 

econometric techniques used in health economics. It will enable you to: 

- recognise the strengths and weaknesses of a published article 

- understand the appropriate application of a number of methods of estimation 

- judge the validity of research findings 

Instructions 

The paper to be appraised is ‘Patients whose GP knows complementary medicine tend to have lower 

costs and live longer’ by Peter Kooreman and Erik W. Baars, published in The European Journal of 

Health Economics 13, 769-776. 

Having read the paper you should first summarise the study’s aims and objectives, and how it seeks 

to address these. You should then identify and describe the extent to which these objectives are 

satisfied by the chosen methodology and available data. Discuss the key advantages and 

disadvantages of the study data and methodology. Finally you should make a judgement of the 

validity of the results. 
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