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Intended Learning Outcomes

At the end of this module, you should:

· have developed an awareness of the characteristics of less-developed countries, and of the diversity amongst them;

· be able to identify the economic problems facing developing countries;

· be able to apply economic analysis to those problems and to formulate and evaluate possible policy responses;

· be able to evaluate the policy packages recommended by institutions such as the World Bank; 

· in collaboration with fellow students, have analysed one country in depth to assess its development problems and potential.

Blackboard

The website for this unit is accessed through Blackboard; all module information (including lecture handouts) will be posted there, so please visit it regularly.  Watch for announcements, and make use of the discussion board facility.

Reading List
There is no single text-book that contains all the material covered during this module, although most important topics appear in the two “key texts” listed.  It is recommended that you buy one of these key texts, both of which have reasonable topic coverage.

	PRIVATE 

Key Texts
Dwight Perkins, Steven Radelet and David Lindauer, 2006, Economics of Development, Sixth Edition, Norton.

Michael Todaro and Stephen Smith, 2009, Economic Development, Tenth Edition, Addison Wesley.




Coverage of material is similar in the two books, so the choice between them should reflect your preferences for style.  Most economics specialists are likely to prefer Perkins et al, whereas students for whom economics is part of a joint degree may find that Todaro & Smith is more to their liking.  

Data quoted during the course are mainly drawn from:
World Bank, World Development Report (WDR), Oxford University Press, and UNDP, Human Development Report (HDR), Oxford University Press.  Both publications can be accessed online in pdf.

You will no doubt wish to supplement lecture material with your own reading.  Preparation for classes will also require additional references.  The module website contains a topic-based guide to such additional reading, and directs you to appropriate chapters in the textbooks.


Schedule for lectures and classes

Lectures take place on Tuesdays at 12 noon (35/1001) and on Fridays at 3 p.m. (Murray LT).

	Dates
	Lectures
	Classes
	Other key dates

	Feb 3

Feb 6
	Introduction: what is development? (PS)
	
	

	Feb 10

Feb 13
	Population & development (JW)

Labour markets (JW)
	Dimensions of development (PS) 
	

	Feb 17

Feb 20
	Human capital formation (JW)
	
	

	Feb 24

Feb 27
	Agriculture (JW)
	Population (JW)
	27 February:

Group members & chosen country to PS

	March 3

March 6
	Dual sector models (JW)
	
	

	March 10

March 13
	Migration (JW)

Urbanisation (JW)
	The informal sector (JW)
	

	March 17


	Masterclass (PS)


	
	Study week

	Easter vacation

	April 21

April 24
	Savings & financial markets 1 (PS)
	Overseas aid (PS)
	

	April 28

May 1
	International trade and development (PS)
	
	April 29

Coursework 

hand-in

	May 5

May 8
	Foreign Direct Investment (PS)

International debt (PS)
	
	

	May 12

May 15
	East Asian Tiger Economies

Sub-Saharan Africa (PS)
	
	

	week commencing May 18
	No formal teaching


	
	



Topics for Class Discussion

Class sessions are an integral part of this course, and we do not regard attendance as optional.  They will be based around the following topics, which are intended to complement rather than repeat lecture material.  Some issues will be covered only in class sessions, but may be examined. Classes will be conducted in a variety of styles, but please come prepared to participate.  Consult the course reading list on the website for supporting references to help your preparation.  All references to week numbers refer to SEMESTER weeks.  

Students who also wish to submit an essay for marking and feedback based on a past exam question may do so.  More information about the classes and some past examination papers may be found on the web pages, together with some general exam feedback from the last three years.  

The Group Project

Each student is required to participate in a group project, explained on the Blackboard site. The group project accounts for 25% of the marks on this unit.


Discussion Boards

If you need to contact us on any matter concerning the course, please feel free to email us via the course website or (preferably) use the Discussion Board facility.  The advantage of using the discussion board is that this allows sharing of queries and responses across all students following the course.  You can thus benefit from seeing what questions other students are asking, and our responses to these.  

Peter Smith & Jackline Wahba 
January 2009
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