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Wijsbegeerte, Erasmusuniversiteit van Rotterdam 

Our course will be a quick but wide-ranging survey of ethical theory, focusing on “virtue ethics.”  Virtue ethics has grown up in the past couple of decades to challenge utilitarian, Kantian, or contractarian views of how we or the societies we live in become good.  
Books for purchase (or supplied to MA students; if you are not supplied the books through EIPE, buy them via the internet):
James Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy, 4th ed., but earlier editions acceptable; NY: McGraw-Hill, 2003, paperback, ISBN 0-07-052560-9 [$32.19; but other editions available at much cheaper prices] 

Marcia Baron, Philip Pettit, and Michael Slote, Three Methods of Ethics, Oxford: Blackwell, 1997, paperback ISBN 0-631-19435-5  [$35.95] 

Adam Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, 1759, 1790, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1976, Liberty Fund edition [inexpensive], paperback, ISBN 0-86597-012-2  [$12.00] 

Deirdre McCloskey, xeroxed copy of forthcoming (June, 2006), The Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Commerce, Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
All the books will be read entire, but of course they are to be read as a scholar reads---for use and understanding, not slavishly page-by-page.   Francis Bacon, who is not my favorite philosopher, said wisely that “Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and digested: that is, some books are to be read only in parts, others to be read, but not curiously [that is, not with close attention], and some few to be read wholly, and with diligence and attention.”  Apply this to every page you read and you will learn to “read like a scholar.”

1.) 27 maart H2-02

Introductions.  How the course will go.  Issues and methods of ethics in outline.

2.) 3 april  H15-29 [note change of place: this is where we will meet from now on]
Read Rachels, entire, for an overview of ethics.  Write 1-2 pages of reaction to some issue in Rachels.  In these assignments (which will apply to your grade) focus on a philosophical issue, if possible one that relates to your own interests; write the piece to be read out by you in class, as it sometimes will be: that is, write to your colleagues, including me but not only me. 
3.) 10 april H15-29

Read Baron, Pettit, and Slote, Chps. 1 and 2 (through p. 170).  Write a short reaction paper, in the same terms as above.

[17 april: 2e paasdag: NO CLASS]

4.) 24 april
Read Baron et al. , rest of book (through p. 281).  Reaction paper.
5.) 1 mei
Read Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, through p. 211.  Reaction paper.
6.) 8 mei
Read Smith, to end (p. 342).  Reaction paper

[15 mei: NO CLASS]

7.)  22 mei
Read McCloskey, The Bourgeois Virtues: Ethics for an Age of Capitalism, thru p. 250.  Reaction paper.
8.) 29 mei
Read McCloskey to end, p. 514.  Reaction paper.
Write by June 1, turned into the EIPE office by close of business on that day, a substantial paper on a philosophical issue in ethics and economics as defined by the course.  Aim for 12 closely argued pages.  No anticipation (“This paper does thus and such,” no summaries;  you will do well to read McCloskey, Economical Writing, a short book on writing).  Try to make it a chapter in your dissertation, if you are at that stage, or a publishable paper in a journal of philosophy.  I said “try”: as my driving instructor told me, “Aim high in steering”!
