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PAPER

Each student will prepare a research paper of 3800 to 4200 words. Papers will be typed in 12-point font, double-spaced, with margins of one inch (left) and 11/2 inches (right), free of spelling and grammatical errors, and including footnotes, referencing, and a complete bibliography of all works cited, properly organized.  If you are not sure how to write a paper, go get Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations.  I shall accept any standard form of citation, but would prefer the following:


Citation in the text: As Smith observed, Cain slew Abel (Smith, 1776, p. 235)

Citation for book in Bibliography: Smith, A. 1776 (1937). The Wealth of Nations. New York: Random House.

Citation for journal article in bibliography: Smith, A. 1973. Contending with Fleas. History of Political Economy. 26.4. pp. 238-47.

Three deadlines will be observed:

February 9, 2010. 2: topic and brief outline (one page)--mandatory

March 10: first draft submitted. This is not to be a completed paper, but will present enough of the argument so that I can judge that you're on the right track--voluntary

April 19, 2010: final version submitted

Please note that there are no exceptions to these dates. If the February 9 deadline is not observed you will be disqualified from submitting a paper and lose the 40 percentage points assigned to this project. If you do not submit a first draft by March 10, you are not disqualified, but will not have the benefit of my comments at this stage of your work.

Topics:

Papers will be a critical examination of some theoretical point or argument concerning the surplus approach that has been debated/developed in the course.  At least six references that are not part of the readings in the course must be cited.

Last, be very conscious of plagiarism. Any direct quotes must be in quotation marks (or indented and blocked if on the long side) and properly cited. Any ideas taken from any authority must be cited. Don't try to sneak something by me. I can usually tell when a sentence or paragraph or idea is not the student's own (and there are now some handy dandy ways to check questionable passages!). And, plagiarism will result in failure of the course, a letter to the chair of the economics department, and a letter to the dean of students. If you have any doubt as to whether something constitutes plagiarism, provide a citation. The website www.virtualsal.com/antiplag.htm may be useful.

Content and Organization:

A good paper must first and foremost be well researched. Content is paramount, but if your paper

is poorly organized, it will never communicate to the reader how well you have researched or

understood the subject-matter. Thus, a paper’s structure and organization are crucially important.

You may have some brilliant ideas, but if you are unable to organize your thoughts well, all of

your points will be lost and most likely overlooked by the reader.

All good papers have an introduction, several sections constituting the body of the paper (which

follow logically), and a conclusion.

Example:

1. Introduction: The Argentinean Crisis of 2001-02: Causes and Cures

2. The Argentinean Financial System: a brief Historical overview

3. What went wrong in Argentina: Causes of the financial crisis

4. The Financial Meltdown of 2001-02 and its ripple effects through the Real Economy

5. The Cures: Policy Responses to the Economic Collapse and their effectiveness

6. Conclusion

Always begin your paper with an introduction. Your purpose in the introduction is twofold: to

clearly state what your objective is and what your claims are. Second to tell the reader how you

plan to support your claims. A good way to organize the introduction is to explicitly state what

you will say in each section of the paper to follow: "In Section 1, I do so-and-so; in Section 2, I

do so-and-so...". Sometimes you may not be sure of all the claims you will make in the paper or

even if you initially wanted to make a certain claim, you find out that there is little supporting

evidence. Often the process of writing and researching the paper itself reveals new ideas or new

claims which you may want to pursue without intending to do so at the very beginning. For this

reason, some people find it useful to write the introduction last.

The remaining paragraphs of your paper (except the conclusion) should each make one clear

point; it should be obvious, from the structure of your paper, how that point supports the thesis of

your paper. Details belong in these paragraphs, not in the introduction.

Use the conclusion only to provide a brief summary of what you have accomplished in your

paper. It should be a reminder of what you have proved and how you have proved it. Do not

offer new evidence or new ideas in the conclusion. Do not end the conclusion with a question.

Plagiarism and the Use of Sources:

Plagiarism is the act of presenting the work of another author, or excerpts, ideas, or passages

therefrom, and passing the material off as your own creation.

Plagiarism is a serious offense but fortunately it can be circumvented quite easily by proper

referencing and acknowledgement of the other author’s ideas. Do not copy

essays or text directly from the web. It is extremely easy for an instructor to catch this. There are

a few simple steps you can follow to avoid plagiarizing:

• Include all sources you use (books, journal articles, web pages, etc.) in your bibliography.

• Even if you read a good idea or find a nice expression you want to use, make sure you do

all of the writing yourself. This will help you paraphrase in your own words, making sure

you understand the ideas and that you deliver them well to the reader. The key thing is to

always site the author from whom you’ve borrowed and paraphrased. If you do not wish

to rephrase, use quotations by properly indenting them and referencing the text from

which you are using the quote.

• Cite your sources of ideas in a consistent manner—include citations in the actual text

within parenthesis or in the form of footnotes or endnotes (whichever you prefer, just be

consistent)

• In the modern web-era the quickest and most dominant form of plagiarism comes from

using web sources. AGAIN, do not copy and paste from these sources. It is very easy to

catch this. Here are some guidelines on how to reference web sources:

According to Andrew Kantor, in Internet World (Feb 1996, p. 26) net citations will differ slightly,

depending on where you found them online, but in general these examples can be used:

• Smith, John "John's Page: Good Marketing Tactics" at

http://www.stateu.edu/users/jsmith/, 8 August 1996.

• Doe, Jane "Re: Putting Data Online?" in comp.infosystems.www, 2 October, 1996.

• InfoCorp Inc., "Going Digital" at gopher://gopher.icorp.com:70/11/Papers/GoDig/, 15

July, 1996.
AGREEMENT AS TO UNDERSTANDING OF PLAGIARISM

I have read all the information contained in the website below and understand the meaning of plagiarism. I also understand that the instructor of this course may utilize “turnitin.com” or Google to verify questionable submissions. If I commit plagiarism, I shall suffer disciplinary consequences as outlined in the UMKC statement on “Academic Integrity” appearing on the reverse of this form.

http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/honor/system/53377.html
___________________________________

___________________

Signed






Date

___________________________________

Print Name
