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How the unit is organised

Contact: 

Your joint lecturers are

David Wilson:   d.wilson(A)londonmet.ac.uk  Rm MG 509 tel no. 1682

William Dixon: w.dixon(A)londonmet.ac.uk, Rm MG 509 tel no. 1674

Office hours: you will be informed of these in the lectures 

Teaching 

Teaching on the unit centres around two elements for each week:

(1) a two hour lecture 

(2) a one hour tutorial/workshop

The lectures set out main themes and covers certain fundamental ideas developed in political and economic philosophy. The lectures move along at some pace. Each week you will need to read the prescribed reading.

The tutorials provide an opportunity to strengthen understanding and to explore the material in greater depth. 

Work at degree level and in particular on a unit like this involves self-discipline and an open mind. You may also find it useful to set up your own study groups as working with others is often more fun! 

ASSESSMENT:

To pass this unit you must achieve an overall mark of at least 40%. The overall mark is calculated from 3 elements of assessment

There are three parts to your assessment.

1. Class Presentation. You will be assigned a subject and time to make a ten minute 

presentation explaining the assigned topic. (15%)

2. Coursework. A critical text analysis lasting 1 hour will be given to you for you to complete during a lecture period. (25%) 

3. Exam. You will have to answer three questions from eight in 2 hours 

(To convert between percentage grades and unit grades see your course handbook).

Further details of assessment for this unit are given later in this unit handbook. See contents page.

Assessment Criteria

1. Critical text analysis

You will be assessed on specific excerpts of chosen original texts. You will be expected to demonstrate a  knowledge and critical understanding of the chosen excerpts and an awareness of their importance in the wider context of a body of thought.

2. Presentation

 A day will be set aside at the end of the term during which you will be invited to give a ten minute talk on an assigned topic to a small group of staff and students. In addition to an understanding of your topic you will be assessed on your presentational skills. 

3. Exam

Your exam answers should demonstrate a depth of reading as well as an ability to articulate a critical evaluation of the main themes of the unit within a time limit.

Introduction

This course examines the development of ideas in relation to the role of the state and the tasks of government. While we cannot cover the complete history you will get insights into earliest thinkers such as Plato then the emergence of modern ideas of statecraft taking you through Hobbes, Locke, Adam Smith, David Ricardo etc and an examination particularly of the theorisation of the state in the context of emerging market relations.

You will then be able to look at the severest critics of these developments in the state and market, for example Marx and subsequent developments. that, by some, may be considered to have superseded Marx's most important criticisms.  In general this course will give you an overview, concentrating in particular areas, that will enable you give a context to the perennial debates that make up the economic discipline.

For each topic you are expected to read the principal text and to prepare for seminars.

There is a deliberate emphasis in this unit on the reading of original texts.

For the course as a whole, in addition to original texts, the following secondary reading may assist your study but there is no substitute for the primary texts.  The best guide to secondary literature is primary literature.

Reading 

Boucher D & Kelly P Political Thinkers

Deane, P.        The State and the Economic System, 1989

Barber W.J.     A History of Economic Thought,  1967

Thompson D.     Political Ideas. 1969

Strauss, L. & Cropsey, J.   History of Political Philosophy.

Deane P         The Evolution of Economic Ideas 1988

Redhead, B, ed.   Political Thought from Plato to Nato

D.McLellan      Marx -The First Hundred Years, chapter on politics.

A.Gamble        The Free Economy and the Strong State.

G.Thompson      The Political Economy of the New Right.

David Wilson What gives work its value? The human worth of the physical product:a modern reinterpretation of the theory of Karl Marx. Edwin Mellen Press, 2006.

*Plato           The Republic

*Machiavelli     The Prince

*Hobbes          The Leviathan

*J.Locke         Two Treatise on Government

K.Marx          The Communist Manifesto

*J.M.Keynes      Essays in Persuasion (see End of Laissez-Faire.)

F.Hayek         The Road to Serfdom.

Course Programme and Reading

Topic 1:  Plato: The Republic - an ‘ideal’ state constructed from first principles. This was the first substantial work of political philosophy and its themes have persisted to this day. We examine the importance of the division of labour, needs and an order for strangers. We look at justice as the aim and examine its relation to the division of labour. We will anticipate Adam Smith’s view of the division of labour. We examine the role of the Guardians and  their relationship to the pursuit of self-interest. Can such an ideal state exist? Did Plato see it as achievable?

Reading: 

Plato    The Republic (Minimum reading Book II, III, IV, VII - but you should read as much as possible)

In addition you can read one of the textbooks on Plato but there is no substitute for reading Plato himself.

Tutorial Questions

1.  Why do cities exist?

2.  How do the guardians arise from the division of labour?

3.  Why can’t the guardians touch gold?

4.  Explain why music should not change in Plato’s republic.

Topic 2 : Machiavelli: The Prince - the ‘realist’ account of politics and power. Here the only principle is the gaining and keeping of power and this means the exclusion of any form of judgement that is not relevant to power, such as morality. We note in Machiavelli that alongside the Prince the other important category is the People. We will note that people require the illusion of security. We examine the role of violence and its limits for the Prince. We use the case of the fortress to illustrate the central issues. We should be aware of the comparison with Plato - for example in relation to the significance of time, order and illusion.

Reading : 

Machiavelli   The Prince (Read all of it)  The Discourses (the chapter on the fortress - but you will receive this as a photocopy).

You can read various textbook chapters on Machiavelli but the very best guide to all the secondary literature is to read Machiavelli himself - don’t deprive yourself of this pleasure.

Tutorial Questions

1.   Why did Machiavelli write The Prince?

2.  Did Machiavelli think the prince should be immoral?

3.  In what sense could the use of violence be economical?

4.  Compare the importance of time and change in Machiavelli and Plato

Topic 3: Hobbes:  Some comparison with Machiavelli: How can a Prince rise above others? We examine the need for an absolutist sovereign body. The lecture will explore the arguments surrounding this contention. These include the idea of the ‘state of nature’ and the impossibility of a naturally regulated solution to the problem of order and government. Here we pose what becomes known as the Hobbes problem in which we see self-interest posed against order i.e self-interest as war of all against all. We can consider the relation between Hobbes and modern economics, (Euclid, deductivism) and anticipate reactions to modern economics by considering reactions to Hobbes.

Reading:

Hobbes: Leviathan (you will receive a photocopy of part of this but you should read more, advice in class will be given)

David Wilson and William Dixon, 2009, “Reciprocity and economics in historical perspective”, International Review of Economics, no.55, 1-2.

Tutorial Questions

1. What is the ‘State of Nature’ according to Hobbes and how important is the idea to Hobbes’s overall philosophy?

2. Why does Hobbes reject the view that natural ascendancy provides a form of civil society?

3. Why must the sovereign power be absolute?

4. How is consent given in this contractual view of the state?

Topic 4 (if we have time!)Locke: John Locke’s writing has had a profound influence on the formation of civil society since the end of the 18th century in particular. The lecture will examine natural rights, natural law and the role of government. The concept of legitimacy and the need for checks and balances within the state. Religious toleration and the eventual right of the public to overthrow the state.

Reading Two Treatises on Government 

Tutorial Questions

1. What are natural rights and how do they arise?

2. According to Locke consent is the basis of legitimacy. Comment on this view.

3. Why did Locke argue for religious tolerance for all but catholics and atheists?

4. Was Locke a true revolutionary or a reluctant radical?

Topic 5 : John Stuart Mill - Liberty and the defence of the individual, utilitarianism and its reworking, Mill's simple principle -Freedom of action or freedom of thought? Diversity, pluralism and the pursuit of truth.

Reading:

John Stuart Mill, (1972) Utilitarianism, On Liberty, Considerations on Representative Government, Everyman. 

The key text is On Liberty

Tutorial Questions

1.    Why is individual liberty important to society?

2.    What is Mill referring to when he talks of the tyranny of the majority?

3.    What is Mill's simple principle and how does it relate to thought, speech and action?

4.    How far can Mill's principle be used as a guide for pluralist society?

Topic 6

Classical Political Economy: the Question of Productivity

Reading: Marx, Karl 1862-3, Theories of Surplus Value, Chapters 2, 3, 4.

David Wilson, 2006, chapter 1

Topic 7

From Physiocracy to Adam Smith

Reading: Smith, Adam, 1776, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations, Introduction and Plan of Work; Book 1, Chapters, 1,2 and 3; Book 2, Introduction and Chapters 1 and 3.

David Wilson and William Dixon, 2004, “The irreducibly social self in classical economy: Adam Smith and Thomas Chalmers meet GH Mead”, History of Economics Review, no.40, Summer.

Topic 8

Ricardo and the Corn Laws

Reading: Robinson, J. and John Eatwell, An Introduction to Modern Economics. Early chapters

William Dixon and David Wilson, 2006, “Political economy and the historians: EP Thompson and the moral depletion hypothesis”, History of Economics Review, no 43, Winter.

Topic 9

Marx: Beyond the Productive

Reading: Marx, Karl 1862-3, Theories of Surplus Value, Chapter 24 and Addenda to Part 3. Marx , Karl 1859 A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy. Preface.

David Wilson, 2006, chapter 9.

Topic 9 Keynes, the critique of Classical Macroeconomics. And the decline of the Keynesian consensus. The lecture will set out the basis of the classical dichotomy and then advance Keynes’s critique of this construction. Issues covered include market clearing, a loanable funds model of investment and saving, liquidity preference and the consequent theory of saving and consumption  

Reading: J. M. Keynes, The End of Laissez Faire in Essays in Persuasion, 

Robert Skidelsky, The End of the Keynesian Era.

Tutorial Questions

1. What is the classical dichotomy?

2. Given a loanable funds model of the interest rate analyse an increase in the desire to save.

3. Why does liquidity preference give rise to a consumption function?

4. Why did Keynesian economics lose its hegemony?   
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Answer any THREE questions

1.What was the significance of the division of labour to Plato’s conception of political order? What role did the guardians play in this division of labour?

2. How important is the concept of power to Machiavelli's work and how does it relate to his explanation of the appropriate behaviour of the Prince?

3. ‘Good government must be based on consent.’ Critically examine this view with reference to the work of Locke. 

4. What is John Stuart Mill’s ‘simple principle’ and to what extent does it provide a guide for practical government?

5. Explain Smith's advocacy of free trade and how it is related to his understanding of wealth and of the division of labour.

6. What was the reasoning behind Ricardo's advocacy of democracy?

7.Explain the concept of a circuit of capital. Why is it argued that surplus value arises in production and not exchange?

8. Explain why the concept of the speculative demand for money is central to Keynes’s critique of classical macroeconomics.
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Two Hours

Answer any THREE questions

1.What did Plato mean by justice and how did it relate to his conception of the city?

2. Did the Prince have to be evil?

3. Critically examine Hobbes’s view that society will only flourish under an absolute form of government.

4. Examine Locke’s views on religious toleration. Why did he argue that some groups be exempt from such toleration?

5. ‘Liberty and democracy are inseparable.’ Comment on this view with reference to the work of John Stuart Mill.

6.What did Smith mean by wealth? How did this differ from the mercantilists and what was its relation to the division of labour.

7.To what extent did Ricardo make a plausible defence of democracy?

8. What is a crisis of overproduction and how are such crises resolved according to Marx?

Answer THREE questions

1. Explain the role of the guardians in Plato’s Republic. How did their education suit them for such a role?

2. Why according to Machiavelli is the old prince likely to be less alert than the new prince to the issue of power and how might their behaviours differ?

3. Does a  ‘state of nature’ necessarily imply a state of war? 

4. ‘Development of the individual must be the core of any development.’ Assess this statement in relation to Mill’s examination of liberty and authority.

5. Explain the importance of a natural propensity to exchange or trade for Smith presentation of the division of labour. To what extent did he provide a coherent explanation for the basis of  this exchange?

6. Did Ricardo present a plausible vision of a democratic free market order?

7. What is surplus value in Marx’s thought? Assess his claim that surplus value and free exchange are compatible.

8. What is the paradox of thrift? Why does it imply that state intervention is necessary?
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Coursework Assignment 2

Presentations

date to be arranged

Answer any ONE question

1. Explain the importance of the division of labour to Plato’s conception of the city. What role did the Guardians play in this division of labour?

2.
‘Machiavelli did not advocate evil but rather what was appropriate to politics.’ Discuss in relation to the Prince.

3.
‘An all powerful government is necessary for civil society to flourish’ Comment on this view with reference to the work of Hobbes.

4.
‘Civil society can only intervene into the lives of individuals if it is necessary for in order to protect other members of society.’ Comment on this view with reference to the work of J S Mill.

5. 'Classical political economy marks the end of the conception of homo economicus as a moral creature'. Critically assess.

Your presentation should take no longer than ten minutes


