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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project

 (i) To better understand the development, application and changes made to health economics


teaching in the UK from a course director’s perspective.


(ii) To provide evidence about how health economics teaching has developed in the UK and the


lessons that can be learnt from this for future course development.
Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

Identified Economics Departments and Health Economics Units who provide(d) formal postgraduate courses in Health Economics.  N=10.

Developed semi-structured interview schedule and identified items for pre-interview data collection.

Successfully applied for ethical approval via UEA.

Invited each identified course director to take part in the study and followed up those not responding.

Undertaken eleven interviews at nine different Universities (one course director at one university did not reply to invite or reminder invitations to participate). (90% response rate)

Analyse data – agreed themes and currently finishing coding all transcripts.

Have begun to write a draft publication.

Both Dr Frew and Dr Sach had periods of maternity leave during the project. The last two activities have been delayed as Dr Sach returned from Maternity leave at the end of September 2009 part-time and had a backlog of work with a full teaching load in semester 1. The new target is to complete analysis and the paper in time to present at the HESG meeting at the University College Cork, 23-25th June 2010.

Outcomes of the project


The project has identified themes around the individual experiences of course directors, the individual courses available, the wider discipline, and the interrelation between the use of health economics in decision making and teaching. Within each of these four major themes are codes which explore specific issues. For instance the individual experiences theme identifies teacher training as an issue with most respondents having very little. Under the individual course theme, motivations for the course were one code showing that building capacity, core funding and being on top of the subject were important motivators for providing a postgraduate qualification in health economics. Another code within this theme was the type of student attracted, most course directors noted a big split between numbers of home and international students and a wide range of backgrounds of those starting their courses. Under the use of health economics themes the development of NICE was noted to have played a major role in shaping the discipline and teaching.


The study includes many new courses, as well as two ‘defunct’ courses and one ‘floundering’ course such that the results reflect a wide range of experiences both positive and negative.

Once complete the analysis will be used to identify future research ideas focussed on health economics teaching.

Available resources (including web links)


The paper, when complete will be submitted to a journal with on-line access to articles so that the 
results of the project will be widely accessible.

Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)


1) Dr Emma Frew presented the project at the Fifth International Developments in Economics Education 
(DEE) Conference, Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff, UK. 9-10 September 2009

Planned


2) Submit abstract, and if accepted paper, to be presented to the UK Health Economics Study Group 
Meeting, 23-25 June 2010, University College Cork.


3) Present the results at a UEA Health Economics Group seminar on 15th June 2010. 


4) Peer-reviewed publication to be completed and submitted – this may be submitted to IREE or a 
health economics journal depending on relevance

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

None available as yet.
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