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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2009.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
The aim of this project was to develop the initial framework and content of an interactive reference tool, and learning aid for students of political economy and economic issues with a wider social content. The idea for the project evolved from the experience of developing and teaching a second-year level political economy module. 

Many of the important real-world issues which have an economic or political economy content are interrelated.  Our understanding of such issues often requires us to make connections between different topics of analysis and bodies of literature. This resource is based on the idea of the 'concept map', providing a visual depiction of the links that might be followed from one topic of research and area of literature to another and back again. It consists of a computer-based set of hyperlinked pages assigned to particular topics, issues and contributors to the literature. Each page contains annotated 'reading lists' and links to a variety of sources of information.

This initial one-year project focuses specifically on the particular subject matter of the second-year level Political Economy module at Nottingham Trent University. A significant component of assessment in that module requires students to deliver group presentations as the result of their student centred learning.

It is anticipated that  following the completion of the project (phase one), the resource would be developed and extended to include the very many topics in political economy which are not explicitly covered in the NTU module.

The purpose of the project was therefore to provide the basis of what will be an ongoing exercise involving collaboration with, and contributions from, other members of the academic community.

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

The design of template web pages defining appropriate structures presentation of graphics and text.

The creation and editing of appropriate html codes.

The creation of over 40 map pages with coded links to other pages. 

The cataloguing of references and the production of descriptive content, including the acquisition of descriptions from external sources. The compilation and editing of this descriptive content for use in annotated web pages. The creation of  HTML coding for over 400 external links. 

Registration and uploading to website.

Outcomes of the project

1.   A set of detailed web pages and links identifying a wide variety of resources relating to the teaching of the specific set of topics in Political Economy.

2   A basic framework and the first phase in an ongoing exercise to extend the subject areas to all aspects of political economy, and to identify the relevant possible connection between these.

Available resources (including web links)

The “Connections in Political Economy and Global Economic Issues” website is located at the dedicated address registered for this purpose:

www.politicaleconomy.org.uk
This is a detailed, multi dimensional website containing separate pages of information and links to external sources on the following titles:

Adam Smith;  Adam Smith: Relevance to Today;  Adam Smith: the role of government;  Adam Smith:Self-interest, the market and sympathy;  Adam Smith: Labour and the Theory of Value;  Corporate Power;   Corporate Power: Retail     Corporate Power: Food & Drugs;  Corporate Power: The Media;  Dollar Hegemony;     Enclosures of the 'Commons';  Energy Depletion: 'Peak Oil';  Energy Depletion: debating the consequences;  Energy Security and Global Conflict;  Financialisation;    Financialisation: Rent and the Rentier;  The Great Depression;  The IMF and World Bank;  Kalecki;  Karl Marx;  Marx: Alienation and Fetishism; Marx: Labour and the Theory of Value;  Marx: Money, Finance and Economic Crisis;  Marx: Primitive Accumulation;  Marx: Relevance to Today;  Methodological Issues in Economics; John Maynard Keynes;  Keynes and the Bretton Woods System;  Keynes: Uncertainty and Financial Instability;  Keynesianism after Keynes;  Did Keynesianism neutralise Keynes?; The Post Keynesian School;  Subprime Debt Crisis and its Macro Consequences; Subprime Debt Crisis: The Wall Street Bailout;  Subprime Debt Crisis: The Macro Policy Debate;  Subprime Debt Crisis and Intellectual failure';  Subprime Debt Crisis and Post Keynesian Economics;  Subprime Debt Crisis and Marxian Economics.
Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

1. Two internal staff presentations (Dec 2008 and July 2009)

2. Presentation at mid-year Economics Network projects meeting in Bristol on the 15 of January 2009.

3. Dissemination to the wider academic community, both national and international.

This process has now commenced by email.

It is in the very nature of the project that users will be directed to the contributions of a large number of authors in the academic community who have contributed to the knowledge base in their relevant areas of expertise.  Many of these authors are now being contacted in order to make them aware of the existence of this resource, both as a matter of courtesy and to invite their comments and contributions. This is necessary given the intention to widen the future development of this resource within the academic community.

In addition to the above I have also begun the process of contacting other members of the higher education teaching community who may have an interest in using the resource as an aid to teaching.

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

So far this has been restricted to informal student feedback during student group presentations, obtained as the project was developed concurrently with the delivery of the module. All of this was favourable and constructive. It was not considered appropriate to conduct a full formal survey until the resource was completed. This survey will take place in the Autumn when this cohort of students are able to reflect on the completion of this resource, particularly those students who have chosen third year dissertation topics which have political economy content. A comments form is also to be included on the website.
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