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Purpose of the report

To report on the final project outcomes, including the main activities of the project and how these may have differed from original plans. Project resources and links to web resources, dissemination details and any evidence of project impact should also be provided. The report should be completed by 30 June 2011.

Main objectives/broad purposes of the project
This Economics Network funded regional project is part of a wider study of the UK, GTA labour market. The initial project was funded by a small research grant provided by SML, Heriot Watt University. 

The overall aim of the UK project was to produce a comprehensive investigative report on this opaque sector of the academic labour market,a market which is largely unrecorded, unregulated and without formal recognition. This is an attempt to assess the contribution made by GTAs to the learning and teaching process as part time members of the academic profession. The main purpose of this research is to shed light on this market to raise awareness of the need for national GTA data and, hopefully, have an informative impact on higher education and employment policy.  

This regional part of the national project provides interesting initial results, on the characteristics of the GTA labour market in England and Wales. 

Main activities of the project (and how and why these may have differed from original plans)

Activities
1. Design of a survey questionnaire using BOS system.

2. Distribution of questionnaire via email to postgraduate students.
3. Data collection via BOS system
4. Data analysis using SPSS and STATA  
5. Presentation of results. 
6. Production of research papers for publication.
The England/Wales survey was launched November 2010.However, the initial response rate was poor with only 169 responses by Dec 30th 2010.The England/ Wales survey was re-launched, January 2011 and closed May 2011. Final number of responses England and Wales = 485

Given the total UK survey respondents was1085, the final number of respondents for England and Wales was disappointing. 
Outcomes of the project

As previously stated, this Network project is part of a wider study of the UK GTA labour market. The methodology employed across all regional projects is similar therefore increasing potential for multiple publications. 
The overall UK analysis has resulted in sufficient material for a number of research papers for submission and publication summer 2011. 
The Network funded project relates to England and Wales data. The output from this part of the project is at least one report and one research paper.

 Further Research 
A grant application has been submitted to the HEA, via the Teaching Development Grant Scheme June 2011 for work related to this project.  Title: Research Student Employability and Undergraduate Student Experience.
Available resources (including web links)

The questionnaire and responses can be accessed via BOS or can be distributed by zip file in Excel, SPSS and Stata.
Given this is part of a wider study I would prefer access to this data should only be made available after completion of research from the wider UK project. 
Dissemination (details of events, dates etc disseminated and planned)

Department seminar 
School seminar

Conference presentation of the UK combined survey analysis scheduled for DEE Conference September 2011.

Research Papers including UK, regional analysis and discipline specific results.

Impact (please include any evaluation data or any other evidence of the project’s impact)

Paul Jump  - Times Higher Education Supplement - interested in running a report

NUS –Liam Burns -  interested in results
HEA Scotland  - interested in results
Higher Education Institutions  -  interest in results
Heriot Watt University – Education Development Unit  - interested in results.
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