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Structure of the presentation 

• The study – background/methodology 

• The quantitative findings 

– Whole data 

– Economics students 

• Your thoughts 



Background to project 

• Student engagement, effort and success  
 Is influenced by many situational and contextual factors. 

 
• Sense of belonging 
 The extent to which students feel personally accepted, respected, included and 

supported by others in the social environment (Goodenow, 1993)  
 
• Previous work indicates that developing a sense of belonging:  

– is a key issue in successful transition (Kember et al, 2010; Hand and Bryson, 
2008) 

– is a particular challenge for inner city universities (Stuart et al, 2009) 

– brings positive benefits especially for ‘disadvantaged’ students (Anderman 
& Freeman, 2004; Mounts, 2004) 



Research Methodology 

 Quantitative 

 Psychological Sense of School Membership (PSSM) instrument 

(Goodenow,1993)  

 

 Qualitative 

 ‘Biographic Narrative’ interviews  using a qualitative tradition of ‘cultural 

stories’  (c.f. Miller and Glassner,1997).  



Quantitative study 

 1346 students from three Institutions: two post-1992 Business Schools 
and one (recently) Russel Group Economics School 

 All in first year, first semester  

 Administered in learning weeks 7 or 8 

 

Data collected: 

Who are the students?  

 gender/age/ethnicity/family background 

What are the students? 

 choice of institution/home students/hours of work 

Measuring students’ sense of belonging 

Their university experience so far  

Their involvement with non academic activities  
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No time Some time 
Institution 1 42.21% 57.79% 
Institution 2 39.50% 60.50% 
Institution 3 42.68% 57.32% 
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Variable Coefficient t-Statistic Prob.   

Constant 2.208610 16.64888 0.0000 

Age 0.003626 0.769568 0.4417 

Clearing -0.052734 -1.521864 0.1284 

Engage in learning 0.342673* 13.47514 0.0000 

Curricular activities 0.013705 0.390705 0.6961 

Induction 0.071501* 2.090613 0.0368 

First choice 0.072234* 2.303904 0.0214 

Mother or father degree 0.042730 1.390912 0.1646 

Travelling time -0.000687 -1.152571 0.2494 

Extra curricular activities 0.070700* 2.250339 0.0246 

Institution 3 0.259318* 4.031177 0.0001 

        

R-squared 0.192484     

Adjusted R-squared 0.184613     

A regression analysis 
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Clearing and Sense of Belonging 
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Variable Coefficient t-Statistic Prob.   

Constant 2.395973 6.756239 0.0000 

Age 0.001715 0.112361 0.9107 

First choice -0.025688 -0.356040 0.7222 

Induction 0.192523* 2.734849 0.0068 

Engage in Learning 0.275448* 5.473223 0.0000 

Mother or father degree 0.039521 0.591273 0.5550 

Travelling time -0.002962* -2.046957 0.0421 

Extracurricular activities 0.175859* 2.491614 0.0136 

Clearing -0.061555 -0.791488 0.4297 

Institution 3 0.310391* 3.895868 0.0001 

R-squared 0.282742     

Adjusted R-squared 0.248405     

 

 

 

Regression analysis 



Preliminary Conclusions 
 
• Attempt to measure students perception of being part of the Institution 

they study at and their  possible determinants 
 

• No evidence of strong differences across ethnic groups 
 

• Early engagement in curricular and extracurricular activities seem to be 
important determinants of belonging 
 

• Possibly, economics students studying in an Economics School relative to 
a Business School develop a greater sense of belonging? 
 

• Among economics students early engagement in curricular and 
extracurricular activities also seems to be an important determinant of 
belonging 

Thanks for listening! 


