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Summary

The aim of this workshop is to give you the tools to be able to create your own online questions and other materials to put on a school / college / university Web site or more likely Intranet. The materials created could also be used in a Virtual Learning Environment.

To create the materials we are going to use a package developed at Bristol called CALnet. This package can be freely downloaded for educational use from the following Web address:

http://www.webecon.bris.ac.uk/calnet/manual/manual.htm
At this same address you will also find a full manual with tutorials that you could use after this session to get more used to CALnet. If you scroll to the foot of the page above you will find a small link to a printable version. Once you get back it may be worth printing this out for reference.
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CALnet

1.1 What is CALnet

CALnet is a simple to use Web publishing tool designed to allow non-technical (or busy technical) authors to rapidly create multiple-page Web sites to support teaching and learning. Absolutely no knowledge of HTML is required to use the program.

An important feature is that CALnet builds Web sites from component sets that can be customised to suit different purposes, to generate a particular look and feel, or even browser capabilities. This customisation of CALnet components can be undertaken by anyone with a moderate knowledge of HTML, without scripting or programming expertise.

1.2 What can CALnet do? 

CALnet is designed with Computer Aided Learning specifically in mind. It allows novice and expert alike to create effective learning material and make this available on a web Intranet or on the Internet. CALnet permits the user to create learning material directly within the CALnet editor using its menu driven approach. It also allows the instructor / tutor to customise previously created learning material (lecture / tutorial notes, presentations, slides etc.) from a variety of formats. You may also use the power of CALnet to create quizzes and self-tests to reinforce learning material.

2. Creating Web pages and Web sites using CALnet

CALnet can be used very effectively to create an entire Web site with all the necessary links from a Word document. On the disk you have there is a file called mon_policy.doc. Use this file and go through the following stages to create a Web site from the file.

· Start CALnet – you should be able to do this by going to the start button and then clicking on programs. CALnet should be listed as one of the programs.

· In the top bar of the CALnet screen, click on the “Save As” button and save your script with the name “Debe”. Click OK to confirm this.

· Now click on the “Window Title” and give your page a title. To type the title in you fill in the box in the grey section on the bottom half of the CALnet screen.

· Now do the same for the “Title”, “Title Text”, and “Author”

· Now open the file on your disk called mon_policy.doc
· In Microsoft Word go to the file menu and choose the “Save as HTML” option. Save the file on the C drive of your machine in the folder cnet105/web/debe with a filename of your choice.

· Now close the original Word file

· Now open the new file you have created in cnet105/web/debe, but make sure you open it in Microsoft Word.

· Still in Word, you now need to alter the headings. Each heading will be a separate Web page, and to ensure that this happens you need to change the headings as follows. Click on the main heading at the top “MonetaryPolicy”. Now go to the style box in word (you will find this under the file menu and to the left of the font box – if this toolbar is not showing then go to view, toolbars and select the formatting toolbar). Change the heading for Monetary Policy to H1 (make sure you use H1 and not Heading 1 – H1 is further down the menu, you may have to scroll down).

· Now go through and change all the next-level headings to H2.

· Change the next major heading – “Monetary Policy – MPC” to H1 as well.

· Save the file again and close it.

· Now go back to CALnet and in CALnet click on the small dialogue box that says “New Document”. Scroll down and select the option “Slice File”. Underneath this dialofue box should now appear a box headed filename. Select your file (which should be shown there) and the name should appear in the top section.

· Click on the “save” button at the top of the page.

· Now navigate to cnet105/web/debe and open the file called debe.htm. This should be your created Web site with all the links and contents pages etc.

· If you want you can transfer the files you have created in cnet105/web/debe to your floppy to take them with you – ask us how to do that if you are not sure.

3. Creating questions with CALnet

We are now going to use CALnet to create some questions. Start up CALnet again and carry out the following stages:

1. Start CALnet and for this tutorial change the Component Set by clicking the component set drop-down list arrow. Click on the component set "quiz". CALnet will then load the quiz component set and this may take a second or two depending on how fast your machine is. 

2. Now, click on the Script drop-down list. Select <New Script>, then click on the "SaveAs…" button. Save the script as Quiz01 (that's zero one, not the letter "o" followed by 1). You have created a folder/directory called "quiz01" together with its sub-directories (audio, file, image and video). In the "quiz01" folder is your basic html file also called "quiz01.htm". At present the html file is virtually empty.

3. Click on the Component Item list box and select a Normal component. 

4. Click on the Normal component in the script table (the tophalf of the screen) and insert some text in the value column, by typing your text into the text edit box at the bottom of the CALnet screen. For this exercise you might want to time limit the student, so insert text to that effect. Such as "You have 30 minutes to complete this quiz!". As a self-assessment, this is a suggested limit and is not enforced by the computer. 

5. Click the "Save" button 

6. Click on the Component Item list box and select the Single Choice question type. The component will appear in the script table, with what at first sight looks like a bewildering set of properties. It is in fact quite straightforward. A possible example question is shown below.
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The initial 'question' property is the question to be posed. In the example you are asking the question 'Who is regarded as the inventor of modern day photography', plus a brief instruction to the student to choose one option. Click on the 'question' row and type the text 'as shown', into the text edit box in the lower part of the CALnet screen.

7. Click on the 'answer' row of the Single Choice component. Here is where you indicate which answer is correct. In this case you have determined to place the correct answer in choice 3. Thus type in the number 3 into the value row, via the text edit box.

8. Click the 'choice 1' row of the Single Choice component. Note: that you have a maximum of five choices for potential answers for the student to choose from. You have determined that this will be an incorrect answer, so type in a wrong answer. If you are completing the example as illustrated, you will need to insert "The Niepce Brothers" via the text edit box. 

9. Now highlight 'score 1' of the Single Choice component. You may set whatever score value that is appropriate. In the example a value of "one" has been given. Type this (or your own number) via the text edit box. 
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Highlight 'feedback 1' and complete the value by inserting, via the text edit box, an appropriate reinforcement message to the student. Please note that in this version of quiz component set you are restricted to plain text feedback without pictures, although you can insert a link (explained later) to a web page for further reading. The feedback will appear in a pop-up box on the quiz when the student clicks a button. If you are following the example, then insert the text as illustrated in the screen shot below.



11. Complete the sets of three rows (choice, score, and feedback) for each of the four remaining properties of this Single Choice question. Use the text of the displayed example (see step 7 above) if you wish. Remember that 'choice 3' contains the correct answer in this case but you can set which ever you wish as the correct one. 

12. Click the "Save" button 

Now load the file created into your browser and see how it looks. You can find the file by navigating to cnet105/web/quiz01. In there you should find a .htm with the name you chose at the start.

4. Creating hot spot choice questions with CALnet

A hot spot choice question is one that uses an image of some sort (a diagram, a photo, a chart ….) and asks student to select a correct area. This may mean using a diagram and asking them to click on the right curve, or perhaps click on the right point to answer the question.

To find out how to create these questions, go to the right part of the CALnet online tutorial:

http://www.webecon.bris.ac.uk/calnet/manual/page10.htm

We have included a selection of diagrams on the floopy that you may want to move to the CALnet images directory to enable you to produce some hopt spot choice questions. Once again you need to go to the cnet105 folder and look in there for the right place to put the diagrams. Ask us if you are not sure howto do this.

5. CALnet – more possibilities

If you have found this useful then you may be interested in downloading the package for yourself. We have only touched on the potential of CALnet and there is lots more it will do. You can create fill the gaps questions, numerical questions, quizzes and so on. It is also free! 

Tha main advantage of it is that it creates .htm files that can be moved wherever you like and so long as there is a browser you will be able to access them. Make sure you take all the files you have created today with you and you will be able to use them on your Intranet or Web site.

6. Other HTML tools

If you want to find out more abourt creating Web pages then you may want to learn how to use some other tools. Perhaps the simplest starting point is to use an office package like Microsoft Office. In Word or Powerpoint you can choose the “Save as HTML” option from the file menu and that will create html files for you.

Alternatively, you could use a propietary package for creating Web pages like Microsoft Front Page, Hot Metal Pro, Dreamweaver or any number of cheaper or even free ones!

The final alternative is to write the HTML yourself. One of the best online HTML guides available is on:

http://archive.ncsa.uiuc.edu/General/Internet/WWW/HTMLPrimer.html
e/

Phil Hobbs
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