Instructions for teachers

EC201 Communicative Task on Income Tax

The class is intended to have students practise analysing, presenting and discussing an economic issue.  

The plan for the class we recommend is divided into five stages.  

1. Teacher presentation

2. Student presentations in groups

3. Group discussion to finalise policy suggestions

4. Student presentations of policy ‘sound bites’ and questions on the policy implications

5. Teacher feedback

The staging of the session we recommend is…

Teacher Presentation 
5 mins

Outline the task, the structure of the class and the criteria you are looking for in their performance – what makes a good presentation / good policy making.

We recommend you stress the importance of clear structured thinking (stating clear ideas followed by justification and examples that support this) / detailed rather than general argument in support of a policy position / listening and cooperative skills when working in groups (stress this team working skill is highly prized by employers) / reaching consensus as a group, not one student simply dominating / using innovative ideas in both policy solutions and the justification of policy ? presentation skills (pace, clarity of speech, eye contact etc.). 

Student presentations
10 mins
In groups of 3 or 4 (depending on how many students you have) students present their policy suggestions that they prepared before the class.  We suggest you organise the groups, making them as diverse as possible.  

Student discussion

15 mins
The groups of students agree on what their collective policy will be and design a 60 second sound bite which outlines this and explains the main justification.  Make sure the ‘sound bite’ is clear and easily understood by non-economists.

Students should be clear on the relative merits of both policy options.

Student presentations
10 mins
Regroup the students.  In their new groups students present their sound bite.  The role of the other students is to listen and then question the wisdom / ask for further clarification of their policy. 

Teacher Feedback

5 mins
As a class, give feedback on the extent to which students met the criteria you outlined at the beginning of the session.

© Margaret Bray

London School of Economics

