USER GUIDE: Industry Concentration Simulations
It is best to download and save this application before you begin. Depending on your settings, the application may not work in your web browser.
Starting the Application

Note: It is possible that your Excel security settings are set too high to run the application, so you should check your macro security settings before opening the file. 

In order to undo this in Excel 2003:
Open Excel and click on “Tools” in the menu bar. 

Select “macro”, and then from the drop down box select “security”.
Make sure the setting is no higher than medium.

In order to undo this in Excel 2007:
Before opening the file, open Excel and click on the “Developer” tab in the ribbon. (If this is not showing, click the Microsoft Office Button (top left corner), and select Excel Options. On the Popular tab, click the Show Developer tab in the Ribbon check box.) 

Click Macro Security and select Enable all macros. You can ignore the warning about this being potentially unsafe – the macros used in the simulations are safe – but you should reset the security level once you have finished).

When you are ready to start the game double click to open the Industry Concentration Simulations (Excel) file. If requested, click ‘enable macros’.
The simulation should begin on start-up. If the application does not start, press “Ctrl g”

You will be welcomed by an opening screen which will close after 5 seconds. A welcome screen will then open.

Using the Application

The Welcome Screen:
Click the “Begin Simulation” button when you are ready to start the simulation. 

The Data Entry Screen:

From this screen you can enter the sales figures for each firm in a particular industry. This needs to be done in descending size/market share order. You will start with Firm 1 in Industry A. Enter the sales figures for Firm 1; then click “Next Firm”. You can now enter the sales figures for Firm 2. The percentage of the industry that each firm takes up is automatically calculated and shown in the table on the left-hand side. As you enter more data you will see the concentration ratios changing at the bottom of the table. You can enter data for a maximum of 12 firms (If you attempt to enter data for more than 12 firms, you will see an error message.) Once you are happy with the number of firms in Industry A, click “Next Industry”. You will now be able to enter data for Industry B. You can enter data for a maximum of 5 industries. If at any time you wish to view the Lorenz and Concentration curves, click “Review Graphs”.
The Lorenz and Concentration Curves Screen. 

From this screen you can review the Lorenz Curves and Concentration Curves. Select the graph you wish to view by clicking on the appropriate tab. To return to the Data Entry Screen, click “Return to Data Entry”.

Restart or Close Down.

If you wish to restart the simulation and enter different data, click “Clear and Restart”. This will clear all the data you have entered and take you back to the beginning of the simulation. If you are finished with the simulation, click “Close Down Simulation”. The application will shut down and you will be returned to your desktop
.
Any queries to:

Dr Paul L. Latreille
School of Business and Economics

Richard Price Building

Swansea University

SA2 8PP

p.l.latreille@swansea.ac.uk 
� Note that a peculiarity of Excel is that in order to get a chart to appear in the user interface, the programme saves it as an image file and then imports it, leaving the saved image on your desktop. This file can be deleted manually once the application is closed.





